THE TIGHTENING OF THE TRIPLE ENTENTE, 1912 327
of a verbal agreement, by virtue of which England has
declared herself ready to aid France with her military and
naval forces in case of an attack by Germany."207 He
begged Sazonov to "preserve the most absolute secrecy in
regard to the information," and not give the English them-
selves any reason to suspect that he had been told of it.
He also urged Sazonov to take advantage of his coming
visit to England to discuss the question of a possible Anglo-
Russian naval agreement, which would thus complete the
naval cooperation of the three Triple Entente Powers in
case of a conflict with Germany.208
Sazonov followed Poincare's suggestion. On his visit to
Balmoral in September, he informed Grey of the substance
of the new Franco-Russian Naval Convention, saying that
the French would endeavor to safeguard Russian interests
in the southern theater ol war by preventing the Austrian
fleet from penetrating into the Black Sea; he then asked
whether England would perform the same service for Rus-
sia in the North by keeping the German fleet out of the
Baltic. According to Sazonov's report to the Tsar, Grey
declared that, if the contemplated conditions arose, Eng-
land would make every effort to strike the most crippling
blow at German naval power:
On the question of military operations he said that ne-
gotiations had already taken place between the compe-
tent authorities concerned, but in these discussions the con-
clusion had been reached that while the British fleet could
easily penetrate into the Baltic, its stay there would be
very risky. Assuming Germany to succeed in laying hands
on Denmark and closing the exit from the Baltic, the British
fleet would be caught in a mouse-trap. Accordingly, Great
Britain would have to confine her operations to the North
Sea.
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